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A PERSONAL富ES車重MONY:

M訓f惟d E. K面bた「, Th.D.

After high schooI l attended Baptist BibIe Seminary in 」ohnson City′ NY. I enrolled in the five-year Th.B.

PrOgram′ Which was prima「ily designed to be a thorough prog「am for pastors and missionaries.

This school (now CIark§ Summit Unive「sity ofCIarks Summit′ PennsyIvania) wa§ thoroughIy fundamental

and the educationthere was second to none.一had plannedto attend fo「onIyone year because ofmy

interest in mechanical englneerlng and drafting・ an interest deveIoped during my three years at the

Technical High SchooI in SpringfieId′ Massachusetts. My high schoo圧eacher had a designing business in

nearby Agawam′ deveIoping the M-1 rifIe for the Springfield armory (esta輔shed by President Abraham

しincoIn)・ He was able to secure a s⊂hoIarship fdr me to attend the University ofMassachusetts or

another・ RenselIear Polytechnic lnstitute′ instead" He asked me to work for him after completing my

education.

I knew I wanted some further grounding in the BibIe and theoIogy (David N軸eton had been my pasto「

from the daythat I arrived刷Ie USA in 19与3)・ So I asked my high schooI teacherto -et me study Bible

and theoIogy for one year. He 「eadiIy agreed.

I rec訓retur両g home for the first Thanksgiving・ and during a testimo=y meeting at the midweek

SerVice′ l shared howgood it wasto be back home but that l couIdn′t waitto get back to schooI. 1 knew

that not the study ofmechanics・ but the studyofGod・s wo「d was God′s di「ection in my life.

One ofmy professors (who has been myfriend now for 58 years) was Dr. Robertしightner. His clarity of

PreSentation and a帖terated ou輔nes g「eatIy impressed me. He had come f「om (am=ater returned to)

DaIIas TheoIogicaI Seminary. He authored numerous theoIogicaI volumes. I beIieve at the time at which l

had him as a professor′ he was contemplatingwriting his book′棚Ded励fh。tChr厨Died. l rec訓that

in class he was veryfirm about the factthatChrist died notjust forthe elect butfor紺T‘e=・ l v剛y

remember his ominous statement: ′′ifyou espouse Iimited atonement-that Christ died for onIy the

elect-yOu W紺nevergradしiate f「om this school!〃

ln fact I did subscribe to the five points of CaIvinism′ including -imited atonement. 1 had studiedしoraine

Boettner’s 77r叩帥仰ed Doctwhe QfPrede訪血ion and the theoIogies of Hodge and Shedd. 1 knew訓

the arguments for particuIar redemptjon and they made sense to me.

And thus I approa⊂hed my finaI ora上exam with some trepidation・ Wou刷graduate or not? l′d finished

my classes with a 「ather acceptable grade po而average. My thesis on抽出me qfChristt Deoth ond

Resurrection was accepted. And thus I went into the senior oraI exam. wende冊empton, Dr. W. W.

Barndollar and two other faculty members were there・ Dr. Kempton (一ater president ofABWE) asked

about the atonement・ Did l hav叩verse forthe substitutio=ary atOnement? Indeed l did. I cited

Matthew 20:28・ Even as the Son of man came notto be ministered unto′ but to ministeいnd togive

his life a ransom for many (par訓el passage Mark lO:45). Christ gave His Iife a ransom ′・in the pIace

l
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(。n亡i) for ma=y・′′ Dr・ Kempton wanted to know ifthe many was a 「eferen⊂e tO just the eIe⊂t O「 the whole

WO刷answered that I beIieved that it referred to the eIect only. Whereupon′ needIess to say, an

而eresting discussion foIIowed. My examination committee saw that I had done my homewo「k. 1 was

nOt in a combative mood. The exchanges were verY irenic. I knew掴he Ca廟nistic expIanations forthe

…iversal passages that God Ioved訓men and that christ died for everyone.

We町distinctIy remember gracious Dr. BarndoIlar sayjng to me・ ′′Brother Manfred, We 「eSPeCt yOur

reSPOnSeS but I would askyou that when you read the Bible′ yOu do so with an open mind and闇ieve

that you w紺come to 「ealize that Christ gave Himself as a substitute for everyone.′・ whew巾assed the

Orai and graduated from the school・ l subsequentIy did doctoral work at the冊versity o刷angen and

earned my Th・M. and Th.D. at DaIIas TheoIogical Seminary.

I did what D「・ BarndoIla「 recommended・ and before -ong came to see cIearlythat the Scripture§ did not

teach a limited atonement but the factthat Christtasted death for every man (Heb. 2:9) I onIy wish my

interrogators had given me one or both ofthe irrefutabIe passages which convinced me of Christ′s

limited atonement・ Before considering these two passages・ it would be we旧o d鵬rentiate once more

between the two major views, CaIvinism and Arminia両sm.

1A.富HE CO請ROVERSY耽TWEEN CALⅥNISM AND ARM喜NIAN重SM:

」acobus Arminius (1560-1609) was a Dutch theoIogian who taught at the University of Leyden

and advocated a position contraryto the doctrinal stand ofthe schooI.一ncredibly, he c訓ed

upon the Dutch government to outIaw the CaIvinists・ though he had joined the schooI, PIedging

tO SuPPOrtthat position. After his deat埴n 1618-1619 in the town of Dordt. the NetherIands, a

COunCiI was caIled and the Arminians present印their five points, Whereupon the Calvinists

issued their five points.

1b.　The five points of Arm面anism:

1c.

之c.

3c.

4c.

PartiaI depravity:

Humanity is depraved but st冊ble to seek God. We ∂re制en and tainted bysin

but notto the extentthatwe cannotchoose to cometo God and accept His

SaIvation with the heIp of prevenient grace of God.

ConditionaI eIection:

God onIy choosesthose whom He know§ W紺choose to believe. No one is

Predetermined for eithe「 heaven or he=.

Ur冊mited atonement:

Christ died for eve'γOne, eVen those that are not chosen and w用not believe.

」esus′ death was for訓humanity and anyone can be saved by軸efin Him.

Resistible Grace:

God’s c訓to be saved can be 「esisted and/or rejected.
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Sc. Conditional salvation: 

Christians can lose their salvation if they actively reject the Holy Spirit's 

influence in their life. The maintenance of salvation is required of a Christian to 

retain it. 

2b. The five points of Calvinism: 

le. Total depravity: 

Every facet of every person everywhere has been marked by sin. 

2c. Unconditional Election: 

God chooses those to be saved based solely on His will. 

3c. Limited Atonement: 

Christ died only for those who are elect. 

4c. Irresistible Grace: 

The elect cannot resist God's call to salvation. 

Sc. Perseverance of the Saints: 

The elect cannot lose their salvation. 

3b. Modified Arminianism: 

A number of Arminians reject the last point, that of conditional salvation, and believe in 

the eternal security of the believer. 

4b. Modified Calvinism: 

Modified Calvinism, also known as four-point Calvinism, accepts the fact of Christ's 

universal death, that He gave His life a ransom for every person. 

Modified Calvinism finds the other four points of Arminianism to be unbiblical, to 

varying degrees. Some have called Arminianism by the term DAISY. Some jokster 

suggested the view as being: He loves me ... He loves me not ... He loves me ... 

Diminished depravity: 
Humanity is depraved, but God uses prevenient grace to restore man's ability to 

respond to him. In fact, the Bible speaks of the total sinfulness of man. Every aspect of 

his being has been affected by sin. 

Abrogated election: 
God bases His election on foreknowledge, who freely choose Him. This conditional 

election based on God's foreknowledge of human action underemphasizes the 

sovereignty of God (Rom. 8:28-30). 
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Impersonal atonement: 

Christ died for everyone. This point is accepted by the modified Calvinists. 

Sedentary grace: 

God calls everyone to salvation but many freely reject it. Conditional salvation makes 

salvation a reward for work rather than a gift of grace (Eph. 2:8-10). 

Yieldable justification: 

The saved can fall from grace and iose their salvation. In fact, John 10:28 and 1 Peter 1:5 

clearly indicate Christ's promise and the Father's power to keep the believer secure for 

all eternity. 

2A. THE PROOFEXTS FOR UNLIMITED ATONEMENT: 

lb. First proof text: (which convinced me) 

Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 

every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the 

iniquity of us all. 

Those who espouse limited atonement such as theologian John Gill, who preceded Charles 

Haddon Spurgeon at the Metropolitan Tabernacle in London, says "All we like sheep have gone 

astray, .. here the prophet represents all the elect of God, whether Jews or Gentiles; whom He 

compares to 'sheep,' not for their good qualities but for their foolishness and stupidity." 

Advocates of limited atonement frequently challenge moderate Calvinists to show them a single 

verse in which the word "all" must definitely mean every person on earth. This challenge can 
easily be met with this verse. Thomas W. Jenkin, in an old volume on the atonement, has a 

statement worth quoting: 

The word "ALL" has often been most candidly and dishonestly tortured and wrested, to 

mean a generality of kinds and degrees, and not a universality of the mass of the human 

race. Prophecy, however, supplies us with one text at least, that has bid stubborn 

defiance to all theological tortures. It is Isa. 53:6, "ALL we lik� sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned EVERY ONE to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of 

us all." Some of the advocates of particular atonement have challenged their opponents 

to present one single text in which the work "fill" means indisputably every individual of 

the human race. Here it is. The word "all" in the last part of the sentence means the 
"all" mentioned in the first part; and both mean the "every one," in the middle portion 

of the verse. If you apply to the word "all" in the first sentence, the tortuous criticisms 
which are generally employed on the "all" in the last sentence, you offend equally 
against sound interpretation, theological fairness, and logical deduction (Extent of the 

Atonement, Boston: Crocker and Brewster, 1833, 196). 

As someone has rightly observed, the redemption in this verse is as universal as the sin. 
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2b. Second proof text: (which convinced me) 

2 Peter 2: 1 But there were false prophets also among the people, 

even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily 

shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that 

bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 

This verse is just as emphatic and clear as Isaiah 53:6, that Christ paid the penalty for 
everyone's sins. Here in this passage reference is to false teachers, who are obviously 
unsaved ("damnation" verse 3) who were bought by the Lord. The penalty for their sins 

has been paid though they are destined for eternal damnation. 

Ellicott, in his Commentary for English Readers, (Bible Hub.com/commentaires­

secondpeter2:1) notes correctly: 

Even denying the Lord that bought them.-Better, denying even the master that 

bought them . .. the phrase is remarkable as coming from one who himself 

denied his Master. Would a forger have ventured to make St. Peter write thus? 

This text is conclusive against Calvinistic doctrines of partial redemption; the 
apostle declares.that these impious false teachers were redeemed by Jesus 

Christ. 

3b. Additional proof texts for unlimited atonement: 

Besides the strongest proof texts, Isa. 53:6 and 2 Peter 2:1, other texts clearly indicate 
that Christ's death is for all. The passages are simply too universal in scope than to be 
explained away by the limited redemptionists as referring to the elect only. 

le. Christ's death is universal 
Heb. 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the 
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of 

God should taste death for every man. 

2c. Christ's salvation is universal: 
1 Tim. 4:10 For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we 
trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that 

believe. 

3c. Christ's redemption is universal: 
As has been mentioned above in 2 Peter 2:1, Peter refers to false teachers who 
are headed for eternal damnation and yet are redeemed by their Master 

4c. Christ's reconciliation is universal: 
2 Cor. 5:19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the 

word of reconciliation. 
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THE EXTENT OF THE ATONEMENT: 

LIMITLESS 

AND YET 

2 Cor. 5: 19 

19 To wit, that 0ocl was In Christ, 
reconciliug the worlJ unto himself, not 
Imputing their trespasses unto them; 
and hatb committcJ unto us Uic word 
of rt!c,,nciliation. 

RECONCILIATION 

2 Cor. 5: 18 

18 And all 1·hlngs are of God, who 
h,llh rc:co11cllcJ us to himself t,y J"sus 
Christ, and Ii.1th 11:lven to u� the min­
istry of rr:concillatlon; 

1 Tim. 2:6 

6 Who gave himself a ransom for 
all, to be testified In due time. 

SUBSTITUTION 
Mt. 20:28 

:is Evcu as the Son o( man came not to be ministered unto. but to minister, and to give hls lite a ransom 
Cormany. 

2 Pet. 2: 1 

B
UT there wece false prophets also 

among the people, even as there 
shall be false teachers aznong you, who 
privily shall bring In damnable here­
sies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring upon them­
selves swift destruction. 

REDEMPTION 
Acts 20:28 

28 1;11-e h<"c.J therefore unto r->ur­
sel\·es. and tu ,111 the flock, over the 
which the Hot,· Gh,>�t hath m3dc you 
overseers, 11, feed the church of God, 
vd1ich he t1ath purchased with hi� own 
blood. 

Heb. 2: 9 

9 llut w,· �cc Jc>u:,, who was made a IJttlc luw"r than the angels for the suffering of de.1th, crowned with ,:;lory and honour; that he t,y llic grnce of God should !aste death for e,·cry man. 

DEATH 
Jn. 10:11 

11 I am the good shepherd: the JOOd shepherd givctl1 his life for the sheep. 
Eph. 5:25 

25 lf.usbilnds, love your wives, even 
as Christ :al�o lo\'cd the church, and 
gave himself for It; 

Is. 53:6 

6 All �e likl! sheep have gone 
au.tray; we have turned every one to 
his own way; and the LORD hath lald 
on him the iniquity of us all. 

1 Tim. 4:10 

10 For thcrdore we t>,>th labour and suffer reproach, because we trust In the llvlng God, who Is the Sa,;lour o( all men, specially of those tfi:at believe. 

SALVATION 
1 'I'i.m. 4: 10 

10 For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust tn the living God, who Is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe. 

LIMITED 

1 Jn. 2: 2 

2 AnJ he Is the propitiati1>11 for 0,11 
sins: anJ.not for ours only, t,ut also for 
lhc sius of the whole world. 

PROPITIATION 
1 Jn. 2:2 

2 And he is the prnpl tia tlon for our sins: and not for ours only. but also f,,r lhe sin:. <>{ the- whole w0r Id. 

t t 

Passages above the aspects of 

the atonement deal with its 

universal extent, passages be­

low with the particular aspect. 

Christ's death was sufficient 

for all and efficient for the 

elect. 

MANFRED E. KOBER, Th.D. 
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